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90S to add, that both theſe are far from = True; and 


rn perfect Charity with al Men. 


_*  quaiutance in, and near RICHMOND. - Which 
©. being done, and the Diſcourſe fr pas'd the Pulpit; 
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Hand it yet {viper to the Preſs ; leſt Perſons at. 
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HIS poor unpoliſh'd Sermon ventures to 45. 
pear, not for it's own ſake, but becauſe of it's 
Authors preſent Exigence. Who did not think 


I N 75 Compoſing or Preaching, as it nom is, and much 


Priating it, till about Two Days before it was 
deliver d. From mhich Time he reſolod to draw u) 
bis Thoughts on the Text here cited, and in the Con. 
cluſion to ſignifie his Gratitude to his Friends and At 


or the like Reaſon, to 


* 


' "twas juag d not improper, 


Diſtance, ſhould conclude from his unexpected Removal, 
that either his Neighbours of the Laity were unkind 
v0 him, or he to them. And therefore he thought fi 


4 
. © 


- that he tool his Leave abrupt ty, u pon 4 * —« wie 
here 
er, at once he declares from his Heart, that he is 
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But 1 ſe unro you, which bear, love your Enemies, do good 
to them which hate you, -bleſs them that curſe: you, and bf 
pra for them which diſpirefully uſe 5s. 


. 


- 


I L L we generally ſee the Effects and Fruits of Chriftian © 
Love, I hope that the Labourers in God's Vineyard, Wil 
not be thought too officious or frequent in ſowing the Scedss 
ofit, and in endeayouring to make them fructify in humane Society, 
s fit Now Nature bids one Man love another, and Reſon bids. us loye-' + 
4 choſe who love us, and all that are qualifyed to deſerve Loves By 

" WConſequence even. Heathens may thus far underfſtind, and mut "Y 
ate accordingly obſerve what we term the Duty of Humanity, or Kind- 

But, beyond this natural, this reaſonable Office, what is it to loyvxe 
as Cbriſtians ſtand obliged? Tis to love without hearkening to Nas 


ture, which bids us love thoſe who love and are like ur; tis to love 
without confultingthe een of Reaſon, which bids us love thoſfſe 
who are worthy to be ſoy'd; and if we would meaſure, and accors - © 
dingly aſcend to the Perfection of this Duty, let us hearken ro the © 
_ Goſpel, and learn what it it is from Jeſus Chriſt. There does he 
inform us, that to love agr. eably to his Model of Religion; is to 5 
effect and love even that which by it ſelf is not love iy nor engagingn j 
it is to bear a Swegtneſs and Tenderneſs towards thoſe, who at the 
me time bear Malice,andRancour at us, For, ſays. the Saviour 
of the World, Mar. 3. 43+ ye bave heard that it hath 1 49 as St, 5 
| Matthew words ät, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour and hate thing Enemy, 
\ 4 ifotleand Cicero, nay, andas 7 8 it, ih. v. 44. the Srribes and A 
12 ET. 3 A. X | 
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Tuke alſo has it, I ſay unto you which bear, love your Enemies do good 
28 them which bate you, bleſs. them that caſe 908, ray for them that deſ- 
pitefully ufe you: Which ſeveral Expreſſions off kindneſs to Enemies, 
do 6fter theſe following Heads of Diſcourſes . | 


I. In general, that we oyght-to Love our Enemies, 


+ hs In articular, that our Love of them ought to exert it ſelf 
in theſe Offices, in doing Good to them, in bleſſing and praying for ibem. 
1 ſhall firfl endeavour to explain the true meaning of each of theſe 
Points, and ſhall afterwards exhort you to the PraQiſe of them. 


Aud laſtiy, I ſhall addreſs my. ſelf to you in regard to. my parti- 


cular Occaſion at this time. | | 

I. Now to love one's Enemy, is to bear a real good Will towards 
kim, ſo as not to be inclin'd to do him the leaſt Hurt, but rather to 
da and wiſh him all poſſible Good. Whence it follows, that he, who 
is eudu'd with this Chriſtian Grace, muft needs have removed 
ſrom the bottom of his Heart all the hidden ſentiments, Cor. 5. $. 
- of Anger and Revenge, muſt have diſcharged and purged. himſelf 

from all inward Rancour, which is very properly ftyPd in Scripture, 


H. v. 6. The Leavenof Malice, becauſe being apt te ferment and. 


ſptead; it tends of Courſe, if not timely prevented to infe& the 
whole Jump, to run thro a Man's whole Conduct, and to caſt a Sow- 
ernie on all his Actions. So long as it lies hid in the Secrets of the 


"3 


Heart, it only waits for a fit occaſion of breaking out; and no ſoon- 


er is this offer'd but all ina Fury, it throws off the Mask, unco- 


vers its malignant Viſage, and openly expoſes the feign'd Artifice 
of all its. former Pretenſions to Love, Eſpecially 'confidering, 
that while a Man's Breaſt boiles up with an inward Virulence to- 
wards an Enemy, it will be an eaſe and pleaſure for him to vent it; 
ſio that then tho he ſhould have no other Motive to incite him, he 
- *willhacdly be ſo aboſolute a Maſter of his Heart, as to be able to 
_ » Rifle his Biſguſts fo his own great Uneaſineſs, he cannot then ap. 
pear fo great a Proficient in the Art of Difſembling ; but, that 
to unburden his ſwelling Spleen, his Actions will ſhew and conform to 
his Reſentments, and outwardly betray that fefter'd Malignity, 
which like a F n maſter'd or quench'd at firſt, cpuid 


not but increaſe with its Fuel, and ſo diffuſe it ſelf in doing Miſchief 


 *thronghont a wider ſpace.. Wherefore *tis plain, that-whoever 


would approve himſelf a true Obſerver of this Goſpel-Comman 
ment of loviag Eue ies, muſt firſt caſt off all inward hatred of them: 
For tho the Far of Diſgrace or Puniſhment may make him ſeem to 


ſ 


-  - - loye them, by reſtraining him a while from openly hurting 'them, 
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yet if he would ſhew in the general courſe of his Life and al 


times, that he truly loves them, his Affection muſt riſe from his 


Heart; and then indeed it being real and ſincere, will zealouſiy dif- 
play it ſelf as well in ſecret Chambers, as in the view of Men. Not 


that it will be or may be expected to be ſo vehement in its Exerciſe, 


or ſo intenſe in its Degree towards an Enemy as a Friend, yet in 


Bowels of Fleſh and Blood, it may and muſt extend ſo far, as to 


_ reſtrain a Man not only from injuring, but effectualy to move him 


to do allthoſe Offices of Juſtice and Kindneſs, which Opportunity 
puts in his Way, even towards them that hate him. Which brings ; 


5 by 2 | 8 1 
II. To enlarge upon this ſirſt Office and Effect of love to Enemies, 
which conſiſts in doing Good to them. 3 cots 


True Chriftian Love is a generous and diffuſive Principle 3 like 
the Heart, in which alone it vouchſafes to reſide; it imparts a 


hates him; and accordingly ſo ought we, as long as we pretend to 
be calld by that Name, to regulate our praQtiſe. . 
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3. If our Enemy be troubled in Mind, or afflicted in Conſcience, 
we, as Chriſtians, muſt endeavour to reji-ve him and to turn him 
- from Errors into the right Way; to rectifie his Judgment as to the 
: paſt, and to adviſe him better for the future; to confirm and en- 

courage his weak Vertues, to enliven his Zeal, and ſo to Save rhat 
Soul from Periſhing,which once laid Traps in our Way and endeayour'd 


„ 


to bring our Souls unto Hell. 


4, To this I add, That in caſe of our Enemy's Aim at Prefer, 
ments, as we are bound todo him all poſſible good Turns, ſo muff 
we not even Meditate, and much leſs execute any the. leaft il 
Office or Damage towards him, tho never fo fair Opportunitie, 
| ; were offer'd of Secrecy and Advantage by it: We muſt not end, 
1 your to blaſt his intereſt, nor give him a Secret St ib, albcit we Were 

| ſure, that he could not know the Hand from which ic came, and 2; 
fure co gain an Eſtate, or even this World, by. doing ſo. Shou 
our Enemy lye ſo far at our Mercy, as that cven a Word put in might 
daſh or elſe promote his Buſines; we muſt not find in our Heart: 
privily to undermine his Character, by ſaying ſome ill that is falſc 

or by not owning,, or at leaft, not mentioning, or not commenting - 
any good that is true of him; for tho our Enemy does neither ſce 5 
nor hear us, yet we know that God does; and therefore muſt we 

act as in his awful Preſence, and ſhew our Love to be as uniforn 

and conſtant, as is the Will of him, who Commands it to be ſuch, 

N Far be it from us to make uſe of ſuch Occaſiens to obſtruct his Lay. 
ful Intereſt, even tho we thereby advance our own; and much les 
while we only reap this Curſed Satisfaction, of having done a Cloſe 
Revenge. Far be it from us to Applaud our ſelves for our Powcr 

Wit, or Knowledge, thus-miſ-employ'*d ; to think we are confide. 

kllable, and that the World ought to Court or Fear us, even becauſe 
A we have the Knack of doing Miſchief eafily, ſafely and ſucceſsfally, 


and of ſhewing how exactly we can imitate the Devil, by hating, 


-- 


: 8 * 


even as we are hated. 


Alas, theſe wretched Practiſes, theſe Helliſh Methods of thirſt; 
4 wi were for an Enemy: Blood, and riſing from his Rae A 1 5 
Wborred and loathed,as being alrogether oppoſice to that fear, pes 
innocent Spirit, to that undeſigning, that open Freedom, which bend ſ 
comes the Profeſſors of Chriſtian Love. On bother Hand, tho werber 
had never ſafair Opportunities of doing Miſchief, we ſtand obliz'4 
n all ſuch Caſes to eſpouſe our Enemy?s juft cauſe both in com- 
mending, where he is commendable, and excuſing him, if poſſible, 


— 
* 


yen where he is faulty. We muſt help forward his Intefeft, by 
ſpeaking favourably of him, x acknowledging his Worth, by fairly 
EE, _ - «interpreting any cen Paſſages of. his Lite and Converfation; 
And this as I Hape hinten, mutt we do, even out of out Enemy! 
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fight and hearing, and when by Conſequence, if we would, we mige 
moſt ſafely ruine him. Nay, to Compleat the happy Efeas of 
Chriftian Love to Enemies, we are bound to exert it in this ſecond. . |.” 
Office, in bleſſing and praying for them, in doing not only ourſelyes,” 2 
but at once begging God to do Good to thoſe, who eurfe and deſpite= A 
ully uſe uu. This indeed crowns and compleats the foremention's :.. 
Inftances of Love., By this does the Chriſtian demonſtrate, that 
he is inclin'd to do his Enemy all imaginable Kindneſs; while after 
having done whatever he can, he ſtill. confeſſes that he cannot do 
enough; wherefore he earneſtſy calls in Heaven to aſſiſt his willing 
Mind, and ſolicites the Almighty to compleat his Benefactions, S 
intenſe is his Love, that he would fain do more than his own private 
ſock will allow of, and finding this to be more ſcanty than his Wiſhe * 
es, he goes for a ſupply of what he deſires to him, whoſe Stores are 
inexhauſted; he repairs to him, whoſe mercies are infinite, to gall © 
down bleſſings on the Head of his Enemy, and approaches wick 

ears to the Throne of Grace, that God may become a Friend to 4 
im, who is his mortal Foe. This is the Triumph and Glory of Love. 8 75 
And by this may we reſemble the beſt of Men, who have heartily- 
pray'd for their Betrayets and Murderers ; nay) by this may we 
reſemble the Son of God, who laid down his Lite for his Enemies, 
and who ſpent his laſt Breath in praying for thoſe who took it from 
him; nay, and by this may we reſemble the Fountain of Love and 
oodneſs, God the Father, who is kind to the Unthankful' and 10 the © 
vil, who maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſendetb 
Rain on the Fuſt and on the Unjuſt. Luke, 6. 36. Mat. 5.45. Thus I have 
explain'd the Doctrinal Points contained in the Text, name,, 
iſt, in general, That we ought to love our Enemies 
2dly, That our Love of em ought to be exerted in theſe particu, ' ' - 
lar Offices, In doing Good to them, In bleſſing and praying s for them, 4 Y 
But leaf, tho we do thus far know the Nature, yet we ſhould miſtake ' - 
he bounds of this Duty, I think fit in this Place, to make a fe 
Remarks to this purpole, before I exhort you to the Practiſe f 
Gre 5,5: 4d : eg e 
On one Hand it is plain from what has been ſaid, that he is defes 
ive in this Duty and does not love his enemy enough, who tho he 
peaks him fair with his Tongue, yet hates him in his Heart; nay, + | 
and ſpeaks him fair perhaps only with this treacherous Deſign, that 

hen he ſees his Time he may unſkeath a ſecret Dagger, and une © 
dectedly ſtab him; that ſo by his very Careſſes. he may at laſt kill .- 
im, and by his Embraces effectually ſtifle him. Nor again, as we 
ave ſeen, does he love his Enemy enough, who, tho he forgives 
im, and bears no Malice or hatred in his Heart, yet does not pro- 
eed to perform real Acts of Kindneſs towards him; who, for Ex- 
imple, if he ſees his Enemy ' naked and deſtitute of daily Food, bids bim 
pert in Pe ace, be warm d and fila, but at this ſad Juncture, g _ 


* 1 


. ” 


. 1 y 


; n : — "£8; 22 6 '” a * f 
\ FE ke — "KT 4 1 OE, * L 4750 9 7 y > yy ; 2 . 1 
8 I. Becauſe it is highly Ornamental and Perfective of our Nature 
3 s we fe Auen, pp ᷣͤ ß ] „ 
LY « 


ax: * N 


— 


* 
— % 9 I , ; : \ 


s may one way er other ſtill do good to him, and pray that God 
_ Fould-ble& him, would make him a wiſer and a better Man; tho 
A the. ame time we may Endeavour to keep him ſhort, and to ſe- 
cute our ſelves againſt him ; notwithſtanding which, it may. Rtill 
- appear, that we truly love the Enemy, tho not his Enmity, that we 
oe the Man, tho we abhor his Principles, and counterplot his 
licious Deſigas. - e N 
Having thus diſtinguiſh'd the bounds of this Duty of loving Ene- 
mies, to prevent ſuch Miſtakes as might have riſen about it; I 


come next to exhort you to the Practice of it, which I ſhall do by 
theſe chree Motives. 37. 86 


! © 7 ” . 4 


|, Beeauſe the loving of Enemies is pleaſant and proftable. 


— 


„ eee een eee oo fo 9 uy ö ve ne ee ee 


— bu . FR. 1 q . - > - „ p 
vs 1 2 12 of .* + 1 7 - 4 525 . 4 * 1 7 wn, 
\ P " 1 » 4 P * - 0 - . ” 
An % 
: * * - « , 
%. a. > 4 A : * ** * % 14 4, *+S$*v * Wy 5 * * = 
* . - F , . 6 f 4 14 2 
ade ab * / 1 5 - 
: * 1 1 _—_ * 
” [1 , * 4 . L « - . * . = 1 5 
> * * 1. * . * 6 - * C * k * * * f _ — 5 4 > 
4 * 
"i; CLINE) ? 
— 1 2 * 
. 9 : ” 4 
wy 4 
. = ; . 
n 4 
2 1 5 0 
4 * FR a) "ws 
„ — 
4 — N 33 
, 4 1 | Ls hoof — 
— 
is . 5 
2 7 * 22 
4 * A 2 < 
; % « ＋ 1 . * - 
* ' — 


> i > * — 
- — — — - — 
r . ˙ er ne ren iS CLEEESECERSEESY EET — 


* 3 N : Y Og 0 ” * * i 
da © — » - =, — * * 5 
* — 1 5 * - 5 * a „ 
v, : Bo 8 BY — * 
\ : 
. a ; > 
g LW + N * 

, ; a = % 1 1 2 — 2 . 44% 7 

* - - > * * 6 1 —— ——_— km —_ * - * F th dg vs 

— — 1 ears 49 : ” renn w 91 7 — « ” Oe. 

— ” * Fol, +» — iq; — 2 b "I 53 #5 PF. >< Aces 1 1 . bd . 7 * 
5 | 5 * A 2 

6 ** - * t 4 2 
A - ; . \ 22 
* S ; Ye AC X D . . x £6 Ss 8 * 
. - a 4 9 mg I * 4 N 
; = * 1 * 
oo > 1 h - o 1 

o 1 oy oh 1 K - P S 8 * 4 

, — s 3 * £ 

— — N — 

— 


And III. Becauſe, as the Text imports, it is eſſential to ue 
Profeſſion as we are Chriſtians, . 7 8 93 3 
I. I fay, becauſe the exerciſe of this Duty of loving Enemies is 
pleaſant and profitable, and that not only as to our preſent, butalſa 
our future Intereſt in the otner World. Now in this Caſe, and up- 
on Provocations given by an Euemy, the firſt Advance towards 
Eaſe and Pleaſure muſt be Indolence, or a Relaxation and Freedom 
from Pain. Agreeably to which, the true Love of Enemies beſides 
what is afterwards conſequent to it, does firſt create this Freedom 
from uneaſineſs and Pain, 2:4 that by removing, as I ſaid, it muſt 
of courſe do, all the hidden, Sentiments of Raucour and Malice 3 
which when kept within and ſweltring in the Heart, muſt needs be. 
very painful and uneaſy z for ther: do they run and feſter like a 5 
Gangrene, breathing thing <iſe but Damage and Deſtruction s 
they make a Man perpetvally careful how co bring about his mali⸗- 
cious Deſigns, 2d, do to rack and haraſs his Mind, as to take frem 
him his Quict „ Repoſc. For in this Cale, as Solo vom ſpeaks, 2 
Prov. 4. 16. The Angry and revengeful ſteep not, except they has 
done Miſchief ʒ and their Sleep it taken away, excepi they, cauſe ſome i N 
fall: But thus in effect do they curn the point of their hatred to: 
wards their own Vitals, become real Enemies to their own Perſons, i 
and bring upon themſelves the greateſt Miſeries, carrying a Breaſt, + + 
always big and ' ſwelling, always in a violent ſtate and ready 
to be burſt. Whereas the true Chriſtian, he who heartily pardons; © 
and loves his Enemy, and quietly paſſes by Wrongs and Affronts, 
enjoys a. perpetual Calm, in that by ſo doing, firſt, as I ſaid, having 
purg d himſelf from all inward Rancour, and thereby remowd Un- 
eaſineſs and Pain, he next falls in with the bent of humane Nature, 
and ſo becomes directiy eaſy and delighted; foraſmuch as he, like 
all other Men, having received his rational Soul from the Breath of 
God, and being fram'd according to the Image of him who'is Lou, 
1. Tobn 4. 8. cannot hut ſtill retain in himſelf ſome goodly Features 
reſembling God and ſome little Reliques of his Divine Original ? 
So that there are ftilt in him ſome Seeds of Ingenuity, ſome inbtec | 


„ 


ne- Propenſities to an univerſal Love, a Love as extenſive as the W]holeẽ -" 19h 
; World, that takes into its Embraces all that come under the Charas | 
„by Gager of Men, whether they be Enemies or Friends, By Conſes 
-* * W quence, as it muſt, needs be uneaſy to contradict this xzatural Princi+ - Tu 
ple, by bearing ill Will to any that are like him, and of the ſame. .: - 
kind; ſo to comply with and obſexxye it will be mot eaſy and delight 
ſom; and efpecially when he conſiders; chat this is again Expr 
ture enjoyn'd by his Lord and Maſter; what a redeuhled Serenity, and. 
Chearfulneſs of Soul muſt needs axiſe from the Conſciencaofhaving, 


"a cone. that, which. at once. agreeable to his Nature and conformabſe 
by bop Duty, ; rely eee ee eee f „ 
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Pineſs, which will hereafter be compleated among the Saints in Light* 
Thus in the mean while his Breaſt is as firm as a Rock, which no 
Winds can ruffle, no Storms can move, or any way trouble its Peace 
and Contentment; ſo falſe do we find this Maxim of the Devil, That 
0 enge 15 ſweet, * i . 
I Fo+this Ladd, That the loving of our Enemies is not only plea- 
fant but alſo profitable, and that as well for our preſent as future 
\ Intereft in the other World. Eſpecially becauſe in the firſt 
Place, it ſecures us from a great deal of Damage, to which the re- 
vengeful Man is expoſed ; who, beſides his inward Diſquietude, 
draws upon himſelSmany outward Inconveniencies, particularly in 
that he exaſperates his Enemies, and provokes them to do him yet 


A 
_ —— 


ury, 1 nothing but Weapons, and running headlong to 
the Ruine of his Enemy, he often hurries himſelf into the greateſt 
Miſeries. He engages with a Combatant, who perhaps may be 
0 ſtrong for him; and if ſo, he proves in the Iſſue at once moſt un- 
lucky to himſelf, moſt ſinful and barbarous in the ſight of God and 
Men. Vet ſo ſtrangely, too often, does this wretched, this unrea- 
fonable Humour; beſot and blind him, that he forfeits his Goods, 
dis Eaſe, his Credit, his Life, nay and his very Soul, not minding what 
Damage he ſuffers himſelf, provided that he may be revenged 
on his Enemy. Whereas on the other Hand, Prov. 15. 1. A ſoft Anſwer 
rturnetb away Wrath, a meek and kind Spirit heaps Coals of Fire upon an 
 Enemy's Head. Prov. 25. 22. Rom. 12. 20. Coals, I ſay, which will 
either melt him and calm his Anger, will either rebate the edge of 

- his Diſpleafure and make him be at Peace, or elſe in the Iſſue will 
conſume, or at leaft diſarm him. Becauſe if he be found ſo impla- 
cable, as that no Endearment, no kindneſs can work on him and ſq 
allay his Fury, it will be the common Concern of Mankind to look 
on his Inhumanity as a publick Nuiſance, and to ſhun him as they 
woulda Tyger or aBear. Thus will it come to paſs that his foul 
Stream of Rancour will at length return and flow back upon himſelf, 
while being deſtitute of the Aſſiſtance, the good Word and Opinion 
of the World round about him, he'll be ſo little, ſo inconſiderable, 
as that his Enmity will be yet leſs to be fear'd, than his Friendſhip 
to be courted. This Ifay of courſe very often vi. flag the Angry 
and Revengeful Man; beſides what he may expect in a judicial way 
from the Hand of God, for daring to invade his Prerogative, who 
hath aid, To me belongeth Vengeance, I will recompences Deut. 32. 35, 
Pſal. 94. 1. Heb. 10. 30. But withal I add, that to love our E- 
' « nemies is profitable, and that not only as to our preſent, but alſo 
our future Intereſt, in the other World; which may ſufficiently 
appear to us from this, that the pardon and Love of our Enemy now, 


35 propos as an indiſpenſable Condition of the pardon of our Sins, 


21d of our Acceptance with God at the laft day; for left we ſhould 
VVẽ• TS egy imagine 


te Miſchiefs. Being wholly intent upon the ſatisfaction of his 
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imagine that theſe are vain Terrors, and that God will pardon us, 


altho we do not pardon our Brethren, our Lord has plainly told us, 


if that we forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, our Heavenly Father will alſo 
forgive us, but if we forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, ne ther will our 


Father forgive our Treſpaſſes- Mat. 6. 14. 15. Alſo to ſhew the great 
Importance of this Duty, and to keep it freſh in our Minds, it is 


inſerted into our daily Prayers, in which we ask God to forgive us 
our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that Treſpaſs againſt us; agreeably 
to which, if as often as we pray, we do not at once forgive, what 
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a heavy Curſe do we call upon our ſelves, and how in effect, do we 
deſire God to be reveng'd on us, while we our ſelves are cruel and 


revengeful ! Accordingly in our Aim we do quite miſs the Mark, 
thinking to hit our Enemy, alas we wound our ſelves, whom if WW? 


had pardoned, we alſo might have had our Pardon ſeal'd, and been 
for ever bleſsd. OS 3 FOES 
2dly, I ſay, that the Practice ofthis Duty of loving Enemies is not 


% 


only pleaſant and profitable, but alſo highly Ornamental and Per- 


fective of our Nature, as we are Men. Now unleſs we could ſup- 


poſe, that our Enemy is not a Man like our ſelves, it muſt be own'd, 
that in ſome ſenſe, he ſtill bears the Image of God; and at once ha- 


—— 


ving the ſame common Nature, he carries a Tranſcript of thoſe 


Perfections which we value in our ſelves. Accordingly in him, tho 


he be indeed but a very ſully'd Copy, we may and ought to pay ſome. 
Reſpect to the Divine Original; and however he be not our Friend, 


yet is he ſtill our Brother, and his Nature is to be valu'd, tho his 


Condition be indeed vile; and if ſo, why ſhould we be cruel? Why 


ſhould we do Wrong one to adotber? Why ſhould we affront our Maker 


in his Image? Why ſhould we at once diſparage the Worth of our 


own ſpecies, and do Miſchiefto our Fellow Members of one and the 


Tame civil Body? Whereas on the other Hand, by being kind and ten- 


der-hearted to him that is our Enemy, we may advance humane 


Nature to the higheſt honour of which it is now capable. Seeing by 
his means, we do, as J have hinted,obtain a likeneſs not only to the 
| of Creatures, but alſo to the Great Creator, whoſe Goodneſs 
extends even to the Sinful and the Upjuſt. The Duty indeed may 


ſeem hard at the firſt, but the harder it is is in the Performance, 


the more happy will it make us in the end. And let it alſo be conſi- 
dered, that however hard it may ſeem for Fleſh and Blood to- com- 


mand down the ſtrongeſt Reſentments, to compreſs the greateſt 


Heats, and inſtead of our Enemy/fo do Violence to our ſelves; yet 


ſtil ſo much the greater is the Glory of the Atchievement; and to 


compleat this, God moreover aſfifts our Infirmities by the benefits 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and by his Grace bears up our Natures 
to this height of Perfection. Which brings me to my laſt Motive 


for pradtifing this Duty of loving Enemies, namely, becauſe (cis 
Eſſential to our Character as We are Chriſtians, 5 T*.3 1 


dan, 


Si 


PF 


8 for them alſo, which all believe on me thro their Word 3 that they al 


tttmeir Principles and Practice to harbour Malice and Hatred in their 


Aduring Subſtance; and that 1beir light Aſfliction, which was but for 4 
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3aly, Now tis the gręat Drift and Deſign of our Holy Religion 
to make a ſpiritual Union between t he Souls of Men; and therefore, 
ſays our Saviour, Neither pray I for theſe, that is, the Apoſtles alone, 


may be one as thou, Father, art in me and I in tbee, that they alſo may be 
one in us, bat the World may believe that thou haſt ſent me. Act. 4.32. 
Agreeably to'which, it is (aid in the Acts of the Apoſtles, that the 
'Multitude-of them that believed were in ſo great Unity, that 
they where of one Heart and one Soul, Property of Goods, which 
commonly ſets Worldly Men at great odds, did not hinder their 
Concord, becauſe they bad all Things common; by dividing their Suh. 
ſtance, they united themſelves ; and becauſe their Intereſt was but 
dne, their minds were ſo too. And thus it was utterly repugnant to 


Heart; nay, ſo far were they from this, that they faild not to pray 
for their greateſt Enemies, and (rather than contend about them) 

AI zbey took Joyfully the ſpoiling of tbeir Goods, nay, and of their very 
Life, knowing in themſelves that they bad in Heaven à better and an en- 


© miomeatt, work d for them a far more exteeding and eternal Weight 
© of Glory. Heb. 10. 34. 2. Cor. 14. 7. In this View of Life and Immorteliy, 
- which they plainly beheld by the Goſpel-Ligbti, ſo examplary was 
their Forbearance, that the Fews and Gentiles ſtood amaz'd, and en- 
* tertained an Opinion of ſomething more than ordinary in chem: 
* Thus 2id'they often ſtrike their very Enemies into Converfion;and 

it is obſervable that nothing more contributed toward the Propa- 
gatidn of the Chriſtian Faith, than the Sweetneſs, Love and Mode- 

© ration of thoſe, who preach'd it. This Leffon they had been abun- 


'-__ © dantly taught by the Precepts and Practiſe of Chrift their Leader; 
And whoſoever elſe has read the Goſpel cannot but know, that this 


Branch of Charity and mutual Forbearance is the top Mark and di- 
ſtiaguiſbing Note of a Chriſtian. How abſur'd then, how incon- 
** Hftent is it for Men to pretend to be Chriftians, and at the ſame 
time to reſiſt this expreſs Command of Chrift, a hom they own for 
their Tord and Maſter ? Why do they cry unto him, Lord, Lord, 
if they do not the Things which be ſays? If, as they pretend, he is 

| Their Me er, where then is his Fear? Or why do they call themſelyes 
from his Name, and profeſs that they abide in bim, if at the ſime time 
_"*abey do not walk even as he bath walked ? Who again, I ſay, beſides 
dis expreſs. Command, has alſo left us an Example, that we ſhould 
follow his Steps? Who, when be was revil d, reuil d not again, when 
ſuffer dy be threatned not, but committed bimſelf to bim that judge 

. rvighteouſlye 1. Pet. 2. 23. He, like a Lamb, was dumb, and inoffen- 


\s' 


ie to his very Executioners; they upbraid him when dying, that 
r 


tho be ſavet atbers ; bimſelſ be cannot ſave, and thisrude xpreſon, 
ho not in their Senſe of it, may bear a good Conffruftion ; he minds 
323 on ne Ce VV 


— 


_ e | 9 q 3 W 5 12 
wo, a 9 1 — 4 * FM 
* S : n 
> » 1 * 0 
* ” - >. 
I . 7 g 


0 «A * * "8 * - 
4 * . XA * 4 , — | 
— j *+% N 
— * 
« 4 1 : 4 
X / \ o 
* 


4 


* — 3 
— 
— —_—, 
* 2 * 


Preachi d at 
EVP WEE. a2 
not, he thinks not of himſeff, but Mankind, and amidſt the Horrors 
of his Crucifixion, when plung'd in Grief and bitterneſs, he opens 
his departing Eyes and lifts them up to Heaven, begging his Fa- 

thers Pity even upon them who ſhew none to him, but cruelly rob him 
of what they can, that is, his mortal Life; Father, forgive: ibem, 


ad. 4 


ze length fitting in Triumph at the right Hand of the Throne of G 


and-governing the World, he does not take an advantage of his 
uncontrollable Power over us, who by our Sins are much more E- 
nemies to God than one Man is or can be to another; but ſtill he 
treats us with all the Methods of Clemency, and all the Arts of En- 
dearments, and bears with much Jong-ſu ering. thoſe Veſſels of Wrath, 
which obſtinately fit themſelves for DeſtruQtion, And now, if Gk 
ſo loved us, ſurely we ought alſo to love ons another, to love after all, I: 
hope I need not ſay, thoſe who love and de us Good, but even thoſe; 


no hate and do us urt. To hate our Friend or innocent Perſons, is to 

il reverſe the firſt Princi ple of our Being, and to put the Foundations 

12) or out Nature out of courſe; and therefore. would it look moſt bar 
mM) Rad unworthy even in the Judgment of Heathens. Alſo to hate 
hind even thoſe who hate us, is, as we have ſeen, repugnant to the Prin- 


iples of Chriſtians; for as much as they ought to advance the Spi- 
rit of Love to the utmoſt Perfection, and no ſuch Roots as . 


dulge theſe Iuclinations, is to remove our felyes at the greateſt 


Was diſtance from thoſe ſerene and bleſſed Regions, where perfett Love 
en. End Friendſhip reign, where Peace and good Will, Benigoity and 
* 4 indneſs do mutally- flow, and will for ever bleſs the Saints in Ligbe. 
, 


Wherefore laſtly, my Brethren, as we value the. Enjoyment of 
Heaven and Happineſs, it highly concerns us in this Reſpect, to 
examine our Hearts, and to conſider how far we have hitherto, and 


0 ow ws may hereafter conform our Lives to this Doctrine, ſo as to 
this nabe it appear before Men, rhat we are not unproſitable Speakers 
4 fy or Hearem only, but alſo. Doers of the Word now delivered, For 


y. own part, who have for ſome time preach'd and pray'd among 
qu, 1 call God to record, that according to my Knowledge and 
Ability, 1 have endeavour' d to live in all good Conſcience before bim 


1 il this Day; Ads. 23. 1. and particularly in the Reſpect now 
8 2 entjoned, 4 am 7 fromthe Blood of all Men, Act. 20. 26. that is, 
eres im not guilty. of their Ruine (if they Karin) either by my Doctrine * 
ine Ir my Example: This I do not ſay, out of Pride or Vain-glory, 
Fes dat leaſt the Appearance of ſome Evil, I mean of ſome paſt or future 


alignity on my ſide ſhould ariſe from the Circumſtance I am now: 
nder: In that, my Dear Friends, unleſs'my ſtanding in this Place, 
ight be made leſs precarious, and I might dare to do Good with- 
dut Fear of under mining it, I think it neither for my Intereſt, my 
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ind Malice muſt be ſuffer'd to grow in their Bręaſts. And to in- 


onour, nor my Eaſe to hold it any; longer, and therefore: now dow ne 
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have, beyond all my Hope or Expectation, open'd your Hearts and 


Thought expedient (I need not mention by whom nor for what) and 


aut this litteie but beloved poſt, which I have for ſome years un- 


Pear I now act and ſpeak, and whom I acknowledge in all my ways; 
. whom 1 readily follow whereſoever he calls; and fo allowing 
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 clare my Inclination to leave it. Not but Ido this with the utmoſt 
Reluctancy in reference to you ; you, for whom I would gladly ſpend 
whatever 1 have or am, and a hom I have done and Fal for ever 
look on as my Foy and my Crown, that conſidering the very diſad- 
vantageous way of my firſt ceming in, and ſettling amongft you, 


Hands, and generouſly ſhewn your Bounty towards me; you, that 
from the Higheſt and Wealthieft to the Loweſt and pooreſt, have 
exemplity'd to me on oneHanda more obligingCondeſcention,and on 
the other, a more humble Reſpett, than perhaps I have ever ſeen 
paid, or could think due to a Perſon of my Character and Station; 
Jou, in a Word, whoſe Goodneſs, I may ſay, has foreſtall'd my De- 
ſires, and for the moſt part been opener in giving, than my Hands 
have been in receiving; and who, I'm perſwaded, have never en- 
tertain'd any ill Will toward me, unleſs thro evil Unſtigation, Miſun- 
derftanding, Miſrepreſentation'or ander; from which the pureſt In- 
nocence cannot ſecure to it 7 a Protection. Yet however, tis 


dd avoid perpetual Contentions, Jealouſies and Broils, I my ſelf 
| fince Thurſday laſt have — too, that I ſhould immediately 


worthily maintain'd 5 unworthily I ſay, tho not thro Deſign but In- 
ficmity, T having ſincerely intended your Good and. my Conſcience 
bearing Witneſs,that as well by my private Studies (which have for 
ſome time paſt been harder than ordinary) as by my publick appear- 
ances among you, I have heartily endeayour'd the Glory of God 
and the Salvation of Souls. Agreeably to my Ordination: Promiſe, 
this has ever been my chief end in view, and for this, I now ſolemn- 
ly declare, that, if providentially call'd to do it, I would readily 
devote my ſelf a Sacrifice. Accordingly in this reſpe& my Intention 
has been pure, ſo that I can ſay from my Heart, that I have never 
directly coveted am Man silver or Gold, or whatever elſe might come 
in competition with the Glory of God, and which worldly Men are 
ſo much buſy'd in carking and contending for; but I have conten- 
2dly taken things as they have come into my Hands, without giving 
Trouble to others or my ſelf. Nay, to let it appear, that not 
_ worldly Intereſt, but ſincere and undiſiled Religion was uppermoft in 
me, the God, by whoſe Bleſſing I now breath and ſpeak, and who 
can juftly puniſh me, if 1 ay what is falſe, knows me to have often 
thought with my ſelf, that if i 


it might be ofler d at without Offence, 
I would chuſe even in this wealthy Place (as little as my own Sub- 
ſtance is) to diſcharge the Miniſterial Office, abſtractedly from 
_ worldly Gain, and expecting no Recompence till the laſt Day, 

This, I ſay, is known to the Searcher of all Hearts, in whole 
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And thüs may we nia God WhO 18 2 825 
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Holy Ghoft be aſctib'd all Glo IV, ” Adotation- u ad, Oelde 
new and ever more. Amen. JUS 3 
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